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Abstract

Scholars argue that the Arabic script originated from the Nabataean script, based on several ancient
inscriptions now known. Through these writings, it is possible to study the way in which the Nabatean
script changed to the Arabic script and the script used to write the Holy Qur'an at the beginning of
Islam. In this regard, it is necessary to get acquainted with the three most important scriptures. Two of
them belong to the pre-Islamic centuries, and the third one was written in the first Hijri century. In the
article, they are studied on the basis of historical tradition, and it is shown how their spelling features
were reflected Uthman manuscripts.
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In recent years, special attention has been paid to studying the rich scientific heritage of our ancestors
and conducting scientific research in this regard. A number of decisions taken by the President of
Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev are a clear proof of our words.

The most unique manuscript preserved in our country is the Tashkent Osman Mushafi. The universal
importance of this monument, its role in studying the text of the Holy Quran is incomparable. This is
because his writings are considered one of the primary sources for the study of mushaf painting letters.
There are different opinions about the nature and origin of this writing, and its interpretation according
to the rules of ancient Arabic spelling is recognized as the most correct interpretation by experts. This
is supported by later scientific research. We aim to reveal exactly this meaning in this article.

Our discussion of the characteristics of ancient Arabic writing includes two aspects:

1. Type of letter;

2. To what extent letters represent speech sounds.

There are only a few manuscript finds known to scholars that show how the Arabic script changed from
the Nabataean script to the Arabic script and the script used to write the Holy Qur'an at the beginning
of Islam. In this regard, it is necessary to get acquainted with the three most important scriptures. Two
of them belong to the pre-Islamic centuries, and the third one was written in the first Hijri century.

1. The inscription of Nammora. It is an inscription on the tombstone of one of the Arab kings, Imri
ul-Qays, and it was named so because it was found near the place called Nammora, which
belongs to Havran region in the south of Syria. It was written in 328 AD and was discovered in
1901 by French orientalists Rene Dussaultand Frederic Macler.
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This inscription is written in the ancient form of the Arabic script that we know today, and there is a
slight difference between the words of the researchers in reading and determining the meaning of some
of its words. We study it based on the interpretation presented by Ghonim Qadduri.
gl el Al Coall dlle g pee s el ye (el 1
by e gmaem s aeSolas 5 cpadl dlay 2
A Jis smedlley yad Gt g (A 2053
aadie dlle iy ali o g ) s jd GelS 55 ) 4
Loaly 3 ads Jolus ¥ g TYY il goSe 5
Interpretation:
gl Al el WS el Al e e ol el (mwa) O () (S
Lde (Ol ot s (B (85 Lelily) (on (Ll 3 0a) (ol slas e sy el dh G5 5 S ska s (e JiLB) 1) s manl) (a08) s
e305 W8 (AL LA 5 ool (e (5T) el 55 (smdll o el jal oelisl Jma (ol gl iy U5 (i) 2 D52 5iy) me g ¢ o
Sy (Al allh (V) 0 5IS) S5l 7 a5 0223 Ak Al axlia el aly ol
Translation: "This is the tomb of Imri ul-Qays ibn Amr, the king of all Arabs." He was crowned. He
defeated the tribes of Banu Asad, Banu Nizor and their kings. He defeated Muzhaj by force. He struck
them with a hammer at the threshold of Najran, the city of Shammar (or Shamir). Banu Madga also
ruled. He distributed the rule of nations to his sons and was loyal to the rulers of Persia and Rome. No
one in the kingdom has reached his level. He died in the year 223 on the 7th of the month of Kaslul
(according to the Busra calendar, it corresponds to the 7th of October 328 AD). We wish happiness to
his children."
The Nammora document is an Arabic-Nabataic inscription, and its historical and lexical importance is
very great. In general, it is considered the most authoritative of all the ancient Arabic writings. It reflects
the point at which the Nabataean letter in the form of an Aramaic letter moved away from its essence

! Here, the Nammora pattern and other inscriptions were given based on Ghonim Qadduri Hamadni's work entitled "Al-
Muyassar fi ilmi rosmil-mushafi va dobtih”. The explanation is based on Dr. Fahd Utaybi's interpretation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GNWVHiKKQO0 and Modi Ibrahim's article: https://ahl-
alquran.com/arabic/printpage.php?doc_type=0&doc_id=9818 done. There are also researchers who read these scriptures a
little differently. For example, Saduddin Abulhab interprets the scripture in a completely different way:
https://www.asharqgalarabi.org.uk/markaz/m_abhath-23-10-12.htm.
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and became a new Arabic letter by reflecting new properties. When it became a full-fledged Arabic
script, it became a participant in a great universal event: the Holy Qur'an was written in this script for
the first time.

2. Usais mountain plant. This inscription was found in 1965 by German scientists from Mount Usays,
105 kilometers from the city, on the eastern side of Damascus. The date of its writing is 528 AD. That
is, it was written 200 years after the inscription of Nammora.

This text is written in today's letter as follows:
(331 B s O () nl) ot
e ellall (&lally dall il
Gt dadise (Olarls) Ganles
AR ]
Translation: "I am Ibrahim ibn Mughira al-Awsi". King Haris sent me armed against Solomon in 423
(according to the Nabataean calendar).
The words of this inscription are written in pure Arabic and read fluently, and tell of a war between
Arab tribes. There are no fancy words in it. It contained a lot of information, despite the fact that it
consisted of very short sentences. It contains an Arabic letter written a hundred years before the
revelation of the Holy Qur'an.
3. Cairo document. This inscription was found on the tombstone of an Arab Muslim buried in Egypt in
1929 by Muhammad Hasan Hawari. This relic is now kept in the Museum of Islamic Sciences in Cairo.
It was written on a stone measuring 38*71 cm on the date of 31 Hijri. Because it was found in the region
of Aswan in the south of Egypt, it is also referred to as the "Aswan inscription" in some sources.
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Here is how the inscription appears in modern Arabic script (words of uncertain reading are in
parentheses):
_)ﬂ\‘iﬁﬁ;_}]\d)&)ﬂfﬁ\w
A ie) aglll (goaall) (Ud) 2 e ) 2
dne (Ll 5) elin dan 6 Akl
LSl 138 (1,8) 130 41 il
V138 i€ g el J
Y gles A |
Sga) Ciw e jA
Translation: "In the name of Allah, the Merciful." This grave belongs to Abdurrahman ibn Khair al-
Hajri. O Allah, forgive him and enter him into Your mercy. We are with him. When this scripture is
read, ask for forgiveness and say "Amen". This inscription was written in the month of Jumudilakhir in
the year 31 (Hijri).
Although the meaning of this text is purely Islamic, it also expresses the characteristics of the Arabic
script of the Jahiliyyah era. It was written during the caliphate of Uthman, when the Mushafs were
completed.
By studying the above three texts, it is possible to identify the important features of the Arabic script
during the Jahiliyyah period and the beginning of Islam. They are as follows:
1. The text is written from right to left.
2. Letters other than |, ), J, 3, 3, 5 are added in the part of the word.
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In the early stages of the Nabataean script, the letters were written separately from each other. Then
gradually the letters in one word were joined together. This resulted in two situations:

a) A number of letters are written in more than one form depending on their place in the word.

b) A series of letters of different shapes started to mix with other letters. As a result, one character used
to mean two speech sounds. For example, like the letters 2, ,and o= This, in turn, prompted the addition
of dots to similar letters. In fact, the symbols that separate letters did not exist before Islam.

1. In the writing, vowels are not expressed, that is, actions are not put. The Holy Qur'an was written in
this style of letter. Movements were invented by scholars in later times.

2. The alif is not written in the middle of the word. This can be clearly seen in some words from the
Nammora inscription, three words from the Mount Usays inscription (<l , & sl »a ,40) and five words
from the Cairo inscription. But alifs at the end of words are always written in letters. For example, the
words "L Wil Jas" in the Cairo inscription.

3. The letter y was sometimes used instead of alif. That is, the long a vowel has been expressed. The
word "Asbr" in the inscription of Mount Usays, and the word "¢21" in the inscription of Cairo are vivid
examples of this.

4. In the inscription of Mount Usays, in the words mghira and mslha, in the words of rahmah in the
inscription of Cairo, the feminine (feminine) tasi is written with the circle ta (A) made from the letter
ha, and in both texts the word snt is recorded with the long letter ta (t).

5. In the Cairo script, some words are written on two lines.

6. In the Nammora script, a number of nouns are written with the letter w at the end of the word, but
not pronounced in speech. For example, ‘mrw, nzrw, m'dw. This image is widely used in Nabataean
script. However, modern Arabic writing does not have this style, except for the noun s.«c, which is
written with the letter w.

These characteristics of the Arabic script were also reflected in the writing of the Holy Qur'an, especially
in the Mushaf khat written during the time of Uthman, may God be pleased with him. This fact can be
clearly seen in the Osman Mushafi in Tashkent.
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The page contains verses 67-74 of Surah Hijr:

bl Blaly UL alle Ulaad 08 jia Asiial) 18080 () shang agi s Al a4l Al (e B
On this page, the following can be seen from the writing methods of the above inscriptions:
1. The absence of dots and movements of letters;
2. Failure to write alphabets between words. This can be seen in the example of the words ==l and
crl=d, They are written in the current spelling as cpadlall and e l;
3. Writing one word in two lines. For example, the words ¢# 5 4e and Lelile,
4. Other differences that are important for experts.
From this comparative analysis, it can be understood that in writing Uthman's Mushafs, the rules of
kitabat that were in circulation at that time were followed. From this, it should be noted that Ibn
Qutayba's claim about the literacy of the Companions: "There were only a few of them who knew how
to write, they could not write well, they could not express the sounds of speech correctly”, was not
scientifically based, but rather an assumption contrary to reality.
It is worth mentioning that the above inscriptions written by the Arabs from the period before the
advent of Islam are examples of the monuments that have been found so far. Apart from these, there
are Zabad, Harran, Umm Jamal and other scriptures which can be studied from the relevant sources.
The discovery of such finds continues in earnest today.
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